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they were killed, they were in many, perhaps in most, cases
not eaten ; and thus essential links in the chain of Robertson
Smith's argument were wanting. For, according to him,
the divine animal slain was a totem, and it was slain in order
that it might be eaten by the worshippers, who were thus
supposed to enter into a mystic communion with the totem
by partaking of his flesh and blood. Like my distinguished
friend I was at one time inclined to think that some of the
animals thus solemnly slain probably were or had once been
totems ;1 but as years passed, and still no evidence was
forthcoming of any such practices among actual totem tribes,
I became more and more sceptical as to their existence,
although in the meantime the assumption of a sacramental
communion with the totem by partaking of its flesh had be-
come almost a commonplace with some writers, who had
adopted Robertson Smith's conclusion without observing
how extremely slight was the foundation on which it rested.
Accordingly, in the year 1897, I was startled and deeply
interested by reading a passage in a letter of Professor
Baldwin Spencer, which Mr. Lorimer Fison kindly forwarded
to me. Professor Spencer wrote from Central Australia,
describing some of the ceremonies which he was then wit-
nessing among the Arunta tribe, and at the end of the letter,
which is dated Alice Springs, 2ist November, 1896, he added
a postscript in which he noted it as remarkable that in several
of the ceremonies he had witnessed the men ate their own
totems.2 Here, then, I thought we seem to have the totem
sacrament, and I communicated the information, together
with my own provisional inference from It, in a letter to Mr.
Andrew Lang, who made a guarded allusion to it in a book
published the same year.3 But I suspended judgment until
Professor Spencer and his colleague, Mr. Gillen, should
1 The Golden Bough (First Edition,     have   sometimes   been   referred   to
1890), ii. p. 95.   In the cases to which     vaguely as containing evidence of this
I referred in this passage the sacred     sort, though in fact they do not.
animals  are   killed,  but   not   eaten.         2 " A rather curious thing is that
Neither in The Golden Bough nor in     in five of the ceremonies we have seen
Totemism (First Edition, 1887) kav6     &e performers are engaged in eating
I adduced any example of the sacra-     their own totem/*     This is all that
mental eating of an animal which could     Prof. Spencer says on the subject in
with any show of probability be re-     the letter, which is in my possession,
garded as a totem.   I desire to point        s Modern Mythology (London, New
this  out expressly,  as  my writings     York, and Bombay, 1897), p. 84.